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IDENTITY CRISIS

-by Danielle Metz

(A Freedom Party member, Danielle Metz is an aspiring writer and novelist who is currently completing her high-school
studies in preparation for her journalistic career.)

The most glaring problem that sets so
many at odds with society (and with them-
selvesl) in general is directly related to a lack
of defined rights, responsibilities, and morality.
To define something, be it an object or
person, is to spe-

capacity and tendency concerning procrea-
tion. Mental maturation gives you the ability to
grasp the concepts of life, death, and morality,
and their relation to yourself as a distinct and
separate individual. You are no longer a child,

yet not quite an

cifically describe
its nature and
limits.

There is
something to be

said for defini-  Words would be meaning-
tions. Without -

them, we couldn’t less. therally."

think. Words

adult.

“There is something to be
said for definition. Without
them, we couldn’t think.

As early as
twelve years old,
you are physi-
cally capable of
having children.
But you are not
legally allowed to

would be mean-
ingless. Literally.

So what effect does this lack of definition
have?

It precipitates an identity crisis.

The dictionary defines an identity as “the
condition or fact of being some specific
person or thing: individuality.” A crisis relating
to identity occurs when you lose sight of what
sets you apart, with what makes you an
individual in your own right - especially in
regards to character, goals, and origin.

As your physical and mental capacities
evolve when you enter adolescence, so must
your sense of personal identity. Physical
maturation provides you with a new aware-
ness, an adult awareness of both your body's

drive a car until
you are sixteen.
You are not allowed to drink alcohol for
another three to five years after. You are not
allowed to vote or see
restricted movies until

ing up is an intensely personal and individual
one. No two people are the same. You may be
ready to retire by fifteen, but another person
may still require diapers at thirty.

Modern morality, too, is filled with such
unexplained contradictions. I'm not talking
about a return to religion or any other subjec-
tive code of ethics; I'm referring to a system of
basic concepts that give you the ability to
define your characteristics, your goals, your
origins - and most importantly, to indepen-
dently define what is right and wrong, and
why.

So where is the line drawn? What consti-
tutes an adult?

Responsibility.

you are eighteen.
Under the law you are
not fully an adult until
you are twenty-one
years old.

Why sixteen or

"The major problem with legally
trying to define the rights and
responsibilities of youth has to
do with the different speed at

which each individual matures.”

If you can take
responsibility for your
actions and feelings,
in society, in business
dealings, at work, and
in your personal rela-

eighteen or nineteen?

On what basis were

these ages chosen? Nobody seems to know
--- or at least, nobody’s talking.

The major problem with legally trying to
define the rights and responsibilities of youth
has to do with the different speed at which
each individual matures. The process of grow-

tionships, then you
are, in essence, an
adult.

By accepting full responsibility for our-
selves, we have earned, through the integra-
ted ability of our minds and bodies the full
rights of adulthood -- and of happiness itself.
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