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( ... cont'd from previous page) 

vote for them. This has gone on for to long ; 
we have been ignored for to long! There must 
be democracy for all Canadians who can 
make mature decisions! 

An American group with over five million 
participating students called 'Kid Voting ' 
further proves that the voting age must be 
lowered. On the basis of extensive research 
and testing , it has determined that when youth 
are allowed to vote, the voter turnout rate is 
five percent higher than that of the voter 
turnout rate of their adult coun-
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greatest country in the world ; these students 
learn about the great historical movements 
that shaped this country. Yet, according to this 
Charter, these students, these youths, these 
people, are not Canadian citizens! According 
to this charter I am not a Canadian citizen! I'm 
sorry, but I would much rather ignore Tru­
deau's Charter of Wrongs and adhere to 
Diefenbaker's Canadian Bill of Rights, which 
states: 

"I am a Canadian, Free to speak without 
fear, Free to worship in my own way , Free to 
stand for what I believe right , Free to oppose 
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the individuals that shape these laws! This 
obvious flaw in the system must be addressed 
immediately! 

Before I go on, let me state that the 
Progressive Group For Independent Business 
Youth is strictly against the Young Offenders 
Act as it stands and we would be in complete 
3Upport of toughening it up. I think it 's obvious 
to everyone except socialists and pink Liberals 
that sixteen and seventeen _year olds must be 
tried in an adult court if they commit a crime. 
By that point in time, they can make mature 
and adult-like decisions. Mind you, they are 

not just adults when it suits the 
terparts. The most important 
part of Kid Voting is that it works 
because the youth are educated 
in the democratic process. 

The democratic process is 
already taught to Canadian citi­
zens in the high school curricu­
lum and carried on in such 
extracurricular activities as 

lit you are in favour of toughening up the Young 
Offenders Act, as we are, you must be in favour of 

lowering the voting age because you have recognized 
the fact that sixteen and seventeen year olds are adults_ 
It we are adults when it comes to criminal justice, we are 

adults when it comes to votingr 

governments needs. If you are 
in favour of toughening up the 
Young Offenders Act, as we 
are, you must be in favour of 
lowering the vot ing age 
because you have recognized 
the fact that sixteen and seven-
teen year olds are adults. 
There must not be a double 
standard. If we are children 

Model Parliament and Model United Nations 
Debating. So, you see, <::anadian students are 
already one step ahead of our American 
counterparts. 

Even the highest law of the land, the 
Canadian Constitution, states that we deserve 
the right to vote. In Part One, sub-section 
three, of the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms, it states, "Every citizen of Canada 
has the right to vote in an election of the 
House of Commons or of a legislative assem­
bly. " Accord ing to this charter, if one does not 
have the right to vote, the reason is that he is 
not a Canadian citizen. There are over two and 
a hal! million high school students in Canada 
who could not vote in the 1997 federal 
election. These students sing '0 Canada' 
every morning; these students learn that 
Canada has the resources to become the 

what I believe wrong, Or, free to choose those 
who shall govern my country. This heritage of 
freedom I pledge to uphold, For myself and all 
mankind." 

So far, I believe I've been able to establish 
that voting is a basic democratic right that all 
Canadians should enjoy. Maybe I've over­
emphasized that statement. Currently, cri­
minals incarcerated in the prisons of Canada 
are allowed to vote. In 1997, Paul Bernardo 
and Clifford Olson found their names on voting 
lists and were allowed to vote for a Member of 
Parliament! These individuals, among many, 
had brutally beaten, raped and murdered 
innocent children ; and yet they had the right to 
vote while the youths of Canada are denied 
this right ! Law abiding citizens aged sixteen 
and seventeen are being ignored while mons­
ters with an obvious disregard for the laws that 
govern Canada are being allowed to choose 
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when it comes to voting, then we are children 
when it comes to criminal justice. But, if we are 
adults when it comes to criminal justice, we 
are adults when it comes to voting! 

In conclusion, if groups such as the 
Progressive Group For Independent Business 
and their youth wing do not use our tools to 
pull away the curtain on the hypocrisy that 
currently controls Parliament Hill; if we do not 
deny this status quo approach to appeasing 
the mainly socialist media; and, if we do not 
give all citizens the tools needed to build a 
proper democracy, then no one group will pay 
more for the many mistakes made by this 
generation than my generation. We are many 
and we have many opinions, but if they are not 
taken into consideration then this country 
doesn't have a prayer. We are the future 
Canada. {END} 
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